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the School, and having looked around . . . drew the super-
intendent aside and asked him if he had any conception
of the class of beings by whom he was surrounded. Upon
receiving a reply in the negative, the policeman said he
knew at least one-third of those present as having been in
gaol once, and many of them twice or more."
Next Barnardo informs his readers of the conditions
under which he and his staff were compelled to work.
Even in summer, "upwards of one hundred persons55 were
squeezed into "a low, narrow, small and badly ventilated
room which contained sittings for only eighty-six55; while
in winter they "frequently had to close the door for lack
of room55, thus "leaving as many outside as within55; and
those excluded found "a willing shelter and welcome in
the low beer-houses and tap-rooms of the neighbourhood55.
But another class incited Barnardo's pity. Besides those who
in vain sought admission to the Ragged Schools was "a very
large number who never enter a Church, Chapel or School,
and who, with none to care for their spiritual welfare, pass
the Sunday in all imaginable manners and haunts of vice55.
To this class, outside the pale of every moral influence,
Barnardo felt a special call: CCI want to reach these. They
are laid upon my heart. I yearn over these poor souls who
are as sheep going astray, having no shepherd. But what is
to be done? How can they be effectively reached?55
The solution Barnardo offered the readers of The Revival
was as follows:
"After much thoughtful consideration and prayer the following plan
has been laid upon my mind, and from my experience with this class I
believe it, with God's blessing, likely to be extremely practicable. To
procure a large building, room or shed, capable of holding about six
hundred persons. To obtain the personal and voluntary aid of about
forty or fifty earnest Evangelical brethren and sisters from the various
Churches, Chapels, etc., in the neighbourhood. To commence our efforts
by a large tea-meeting service, the tickets for which will be carefully
distributed amongst those only whom it is intended to reach. Afterwards
to throw open this room on Sunday evenings at a given hour for boys
and girls, young men and women, of the class described. To get about